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MAKING THE WORD RELEVANT ? 


God’s Word is life itself. For a world that lies in death, the Word is the 
resurrection and the life. There can be no question of our making the Word 
relevant to the world. The Word has already made itself relevant to the world: 
He did so when He created this world and reconciled it to Himself... It is 
absurd for us to worry as we do about ‘making the Bible relevant.” The Word 
of God is far more relevant than we could ever be, and if we will be obedient 
to the Bible, truly obedient, then we shall find ourselves more deeply involved 
in the lives of our people and in the ‘situation’ than we ever were when we 
were anxious to be ‘relevant.’ God’s Word is devastatingly relevant when it is 
truly preached and heard. 

—Paul M. van Buren in 
Anglican Theological Review, cited by D .Ritschl in 


A THEOLOGY OF PROCLAMATION 
John Knox Press, 1960 
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After a search lasting two years and 
three months, a search which included 
many meetings, many interviews, much 
prayer and almost incredible pressure 
from several quarters — as the whole 
Church seemed to recognize the im- 
mense importance of this decision — 
a new Executive Secretary of the 
Board of World Missions has been 
elected (see story, p. 4). A great 
many people know that when Dr. T. 
Watson Street was first nominated a 
member of the Board, in 1954, we pub- 
licly opposed the nomination on the 
floor of the General Assembly. For 
this reason, as well as for others, we 
want to say that we are now per- 
suaded the Board could not have made 
a happier choice at this crucial stage 
in the history of our Missions work 
than that of Dr. T. Watson Street. 
He is a man who believes in the neces- 
sity of a clear evangelical approach 
in evangelism and also one who re- 
spects and supports the positive ele- 
ments in the unique Missions policy of 
our denomination. Our prayers will 
be with him as he begins his work. 





A couple of weeks ago we mentioned 
a consultation on the dance, held at 
the Interchurch Center in New York 
under the auspices of the Department 
of Worship and the Arts of the Na- 
tional Council of Churches. A more 
detailed report of the program has 
now reached us. Dances performed 
before the churchmen and the profes- 
sional dancers assembled to discuss 
ways in which the dance can be used 
as a part of religious worship includ- 
ed “Eli, Eli,” the “116th Psalm,” and 
“Katahk,” the story of Lord Krishna, 
one of the gods of India. Among the 
speakers was famed dancer Ruth St. 
Denis, who told the assembly, “I be- 
lieve that God has raised up the dance 
in America to bring man back to him- 
self.” Real gone, that man. 





If a man is going to make a success 
of the Christian life, either as a lay- 
man or as a preacher, he’s got to have 
hold of a hot line in his hand, with 
the other end connected up to real 
Power. — Overheard. 
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NOTES FROM BRAZIL 


T. V. COMING — The first station 
in North Brazil has just gone on the 
air. Some of us view this invasion of 
the ultimate in “culture” with mingled 
emotions. However, we are happy to 
see some of our wonderful school and 
church choirs rendering the glorious 
Gospel. What a treat that must be 
for thousands and thousands who are 
forbidden the satisfaction of even 
coming near a Protestant Church. 


MULES AND JEEPS — We thank 
you for getting us off mule-back with 
the gift of a jeep. As we’ve told you 
before, it takes a lot of sittin on a 
mule to go a mile, especially the burro 
type — and too, it’s hard on the mule. 
One of our missionaries, while riding 
one of these diminutive knee-action 
animals, got a cramp in her leg, eased 
up a little to get relief and as her feet 
touched the ground the burro just 
walked on out from under. These 
jeeps get around and also thru. Last 
year we visited 34 places, preaching 
the Gospel in places with names like 
these: Beautiful Waters, Good Coun- 
cil, Deep Wells, Chains, Happy Moun- 
tain, Silver, Firestone, Tirririca. 


HOCK & HOLE — That’s the Portu- 
gese pronunciation for rock-&-roll 
and, what’s that got to do with mis- 
sions? In a neighboring state, hold- 
ing an open air meeting in the down- 
town square, the crowd gathered. The 
blazing youth of the town stood around 
and when Pierre Dubose and Frank 
Soules opened up with their cornets 
the crowd jeered ‘“Hock-&-Hole.” 
Then, when Tom Foley floated out a 
beautiful hymn, they yelled “Mario 
Lanza.” But one of that group was 
converted, saying, as he made his pro- 
fession, that he knew his father would 
cut him off penniless (which soon hap- 
pened). He has since applied to be 


admitted to our fine school in Garan- 
—Rev. W. G. Neville 


huns. 


‘Back to Rome’ Forces In Unity Drive Cited 





Bible Class of Hams 
Links Several States 


GAFFNEY, S. C. (RNS) — Every 
week a ham radio operator here tunes 
in fellow hams in North Carolina, 
Tennesse and Georgia and thereby 
opens one of the most unique Sunday 
Schools in operation. 


Several years ago, R. V. Ramsey, the 
Gaffney amateur radio operator, sug- 
gested to hams in the three other 
states: ‘“‘We’ve been taking the rest 
of the week for ourselves. We should 
give the Lord a little of our time — 
once a week at least.” The others 
agreed, and ever since Sunday School 
by ham radio has been conducted 
from 7 to 8 a.m., with from 10 to 20 
Christians of various denominations 
“attending.” 


Using the standard international 
Sunday School outline utilized by most 
Protestant denominations, the hams 
open with a prayer. One reads the 
Scripture; another, who may be hun- 
dreds of miles away, then reads the 
lesson. All take part in a discussion 
period. 





Gideon Request Denied 


NEW CASTLE, Pa. — (RNS) — 
A request from the New Castle Camp 
of Gideons International to make New 
Testaments available to public school 
students was rejected by the city 
school board. 


In its request, Gideons pointed out 
that 63,000 copies of the Bible already 
had been distributed in Beaver, Butler 
and Lawrence Counties. Under the 
Gideon plan, parents and ministers 
must first consent to the distribution. 


The New Castle school board cited 
an opinion of the Department of Jus- 
tice which said distribution of Bibles 
to students is “in violaton’” of the U. 
S. Constitution. 





Faith ends where worry starts. 
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COPENHAGEN — (RNS) — The 
road to Christian unity is a “road 
back” — but it is back to Christ and 
not back to Rome, the Lutheran World 
Federation’s Commission on _ Inter- 
Confessional Research was told here. 


Bishop Hermann Dietzfelbinger of 
Munich, Germany, chairman of the 
commission, declared that the Biblical 
allusion to one flock under one shep- 
herd referred only to Christ Himself 
and not to the Pope. Luther’s ecumen- 
ical goal was “Back to Christ alone, 
to the Holy Scriptures, to faith and 
truth.” 


He contrasted this position with that 
of the Roman Catholic Church which, 
Bishop Dietzfelbinger said, “demands 
distinctly, plainly and clearly the re- 
turn to Rome” as the basis of Chris- 
tian unity. “It refuses to acknowledge 
that it, too, can be at fault and commit 
errors.” 


While taking account of present con- 
tacts between Rome and non-Catholic 
Churches and noting that the hopes 
of even Catholics had been raised by 
the papal announcement that an 
“ecumenical council” would be held, 
he commented, “But meanwhile it has 
become quite clear that Rome under- 
stands ‘ecumenical’ only in the sense 
of Roman Catholics.” Christian unity 
must not be an end in itself, nor must 
it be sought out of human enthusiasm, 
the German churchman asserted. “The 
one Church must be a community in 
Christ as the only Saviour of the 
world.” 





TO COMBAT T. V. PROFANITY 


CHARLESTON, S. C. — (RNS)— 
A special committee to combat the use 
of profanity on television was set up 
by the South Carolina Baptist State 
Convention at its annual meeting here. 
As part of its efforts to clean up TV 
shows, the committee will alert Bap- 
tist churches to the problem and urge 
them to protest against such programs. 
It also will seek stricter enforcement 
of existing laws against profanity on 
the air. 


Missionary to Russia 


Freed After 20 Years 


SPRINGFIELD, Mo. —(RNS) 
After 20 years in Russian prisons, the 
73-year old wife of a Russian-born 
Assemblies of God missionary has 
reached the U..S. and freedom. But 
her husband, the Rev. John E. Vor- 
onaeff, also a victim of Communist 
imprisonment, is still missing some- 
where in Russia or dead. 


Katherine Voronaeff, liberated after 
Stalin’s death in 1953, waited seven 
years for the privilege of returning to 
the U. S. and rejoining her daughter 
and five sons. She will spend the 
winter with a son in Los Angeles. 


Both Mr. and Mrs. Voronaeff were 
born in Russia and emigrated to Amer- 
ica in their youth. They left the U. S. 
in 1920, when the Pentecostal mission- 
ary became chairman of the denomine- 
tion’s work in Russia and the Ukraine, 
a post he held 10 years. 


The group’s work was halted sud- 
denly Jan. 6, 1930, when 800 pastors 
were arrested and placed in local 
prisons. After several months they 
were herded into freight cars and 
shipped to Siberia. The prisoners had 
no food or water, no sanitation, no 
provision for rest, and poor ventilation, 
Mr. Voronaeff later told his wife. 
Those who survived the journey were 
forced into slave labor. 


Mrs. Voronaeff secretly carried on 
her husband’s work, but three years 
later she, too, was arrested and im- 
prisoned 2,000 miles from her hus- 
band. She appealed and was moved 
to the camp where her husband was 
held. They could be together briefly 
only after long hours of hard labor. 
When the couple was released in 1940, 
the Assemblies of God raised funds 
enabling them to return to the U. S. 
But when the pastor approached the 
Soviet government to sign the neces- 
sary papers, he was re-arrested, sent 
back to Siberia and has not been heard 
from since. 


Traveling from camp to camp seek- 
ing her husband, Mrs. Voronaeff was 
imprisoned for the second time and 
spent another six years in slave camps. 
Released, she was arrested a third time 
in 1949 and charged with being a 
counter-revolutionary and spy. One 
year of the four-year term was spent 
in solitary confinement. 


Her captors, she states, tried to 
hypnotize and brainwash her but with- 
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out success. She attributed her men- 
tal stability and her endurance of suf- 
fering to her faith in God. She re- 
ported that she spent much time in 
silent prayer. 





Catholics in Canada 
Win More Child Cases 


OTTAWA, Ont. — (RNS) — The 
Supreme Court of Canada ruled here 
that a Roman Catholic father has pa- 
ternal authority over his six-year-old 
son even though the boy’s mother, le- 
gally separated from her husband, had 
reared him from birth. 


Upholding Quebec lower court de- 
cisions, the supreme tribunal granted 
legal custody of the child, Pierre, to 
the father, Joseph Francis Castenguay, 
who wants his son reared in the Ro- 
man Catholic faith. 


The Castenguays were married in a 
United Church ceremony, but their son 
was baptized a Catholic. The year the 
boy was born the father obtained a le- 
gal separation from his wife, who was 
awarded custody of the child. 


Canadian jurists ruled in another 
custody case involving Catholicism, 
meanwhile. In Winnipeg, the Mani- 
toba Court of Appeals upheld a lower 
court ruling refusing to return Bobby 
Hallas to Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Hallas. 
The foster child was raised to the age 
of six by the Protestant couple. A 
lower court then gave him to an agency 
to place with a Roman Catholic fam- 
ily because he was baptized a Catholic 
in infancy. 





To hold back in any stand we know 
we should take for Christ is to be 
ashamed of the Gospel. 





Preacher Is ‘Liar’ 

WASHINGTON, D. C. — (RNS) 
— The Rev. Henry C. Schedberg, 
a Congregational minister who has 
been elected to Congress from the 
first congressional district of Wis- 
consin, enjoys a distinction that 
some observers think may stand him 
in good stead in his new career as 
a congressman. He is chaplain of 
the Burlington Liars Club. 


The club is a nationally-known 
fun organization which annually has 
a contest for the tallest tall story 
that any northwoodsman can spin 
and awards a medal. 











87 Members of Senate 
Listed as Protestants 


WASHINGTON, D. C. — (RNS) — 
Methodists will again outnumber mem- 
bers of other denominations in the 
United States Senate in the 87th Con- 
gress, with a total of 19 members, it 
was disclosed here. 


Baptists will be second with 15 Sen- 
ators, Episcopalians third with 14, and 
Presbyterians will follow with 11. The 
new Senate will have 87 Protestants, 
11 Roman Catholics, and 2 Jewish 
members. 


A religious census of the House of 


Representatives has not been com- | 


pleted. 


Newly-elected members of the Sen- 
ate include a Baptist deacon, a Roman 
Catholic elected by a predominantly 
Protestant state, and a national leader 
of Unitarian women. 


New members of the Senate, listed 
with their church affiliation, are: Jack 
Miller (R.-Iowa), Roman Catholic; Ed- 
ward V. Long (D.-Mo.), Baptist; Mrs. 
Maurine Neuberger (D.-Ore.), Uni- 
tarian; Claiborne Pell (D.-R. I.), Epis- 
copalian; J. Caleb Boggs (R.-Del.), 
Methodist; Lee Metcalf (D.-Mont.), 
Methodist; Keith Thomson (R.-Wyo.), 
Presbyterian. 


The other ten Senators who are list- 
ed as Presbyterians are: Anderson (D.- 
N. M.); Clifford Case (R-N. J.); 
Church (D.-Ida.); Curtis (R.-N. M.); 
Ellender (D.-La.); Ervin (D.-N. C.); 


Jackson (D.-Wash.); Keating (R.- 
N. Y.); McGee (D.-Wyo.); Stennis 
(D.-Miss.). 


Listings To End 


WASHINGTON, D. C. — (RNS) — 
The Library of Congress said here 
that it will no longer make any com- 
pilations of the religious affiliation of 
members of Congress. 


Hugh L. Elsbree, director of the 
Legislative Reference Service of the 
Library, declared: “In light of our 
repeated experience in having a sub- 
stantial number of errors in the list- 
ings called to our attention, and in 
view of the impossibility of preparing 
a list that would be accurate and com- 
prehensive, we have the concurrence 
of Librarian L. Quincy Mumford, de- 
cided against preparing any further 
list of religions affiliations.” 
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THE MANTLE FALLS 


DR. L. NELSON BELL 


In the Spring of 1958 Dr. C. Darby 
Fulton, Executive Secretary of the 
Board of World Missions, announced 
to the Board that he wished to retire 
from that position whenever his suc- 
cessor might be named by the Board. 


In the Fall of that year the Board 
appointed a nominating committee to 
undertake the difficult assignment of 
securing a new Executive Secretary 
and since that time this committee has 
been continually active. 


It is my conviction that no nominat- 
ing committee of an agency of our 
church ever had given to it a more 
important or difficult task. Our World 
Missions enterprise is a living monu- 


ment to Dr. C. Darby Fulton, a spirit- 
ual and intellectual giant among men 
and a missionary statesman without 
peer in our generation. To nominate 
his successor called for much prayer 
and for divine guidance. 


Now, after more than two years, 
this committee has unanimously and 
enthusiastically nominated to the 
Board Dr. T. Watson Street; the Board 
has approved this nomination, and Dr. 
Street has accepted. 


That he may find rallied behind him 
the entire Church it seems fitting that 
some of the reasoning and activities 
of this nominating committee should 
be made known to the Church. While 


there have been many currents and 
cross-currents at work this committee - 
came to the unanimous conclusion more 
than four months ago that the Lord 
was leading specifically to the calling 
of Dr. Street. 


When Dr. Street was confronted 
with this possibility he gave careful 
and prayerful consideration to the com- 
mittee’s proposal and at the end of a 
week definitely declined the call. 
Despite this setback the committee con- 
tinued in its firm conviction that Dr. 
Street was the man of God’s choosing 
and again approached him prior to the 
meeting of the Board on November 
14th. Again Dr. Street expressed his 





New Missions Executive Experienced As Board Member, Teacher 


NASHVILLE, Tenn. — Dr. T. Wat- 
son Strect, who takes over as execu- 
tive secretary of the Board of World 
Missions upon the retirement of Dr. 
C. Darby Fulton, has been professor 
of missions and church history at 
Austin Seminary since June, 1947. He 
was named to his new post at the No- 
vember board meeting and will assume 
his duties here next June. 


The new executive has been a mem- 
ber of the Board since 1954 and has 
travelled extensively, visiting Missions 
work in Africa, South America, Mexi- 
co and Europe. 


Before going to Austin Seminary, 
the Rev. Mr. Street was pastor of the 
First Church, Fulton, Mo., for four 
years. He was born in Gadsden, Ala., 
July 2, 1916, and received his early 
education in the schools of Talladega, 
Ala. He was valedictorian of the 1938 
class at Davidson College, graduating 
Phi Beta Kappa. Louisville Seminary 





granted him the B.D. degree in 1942, 
and the following year he earned the 


T. Watson Street 
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S.T.M. degree from Union Seminary 
of New York. Davidson honored him 
with the D.D. degree in 1949, and in 
1955 he completed his work at Union 
Seminary, New York, for the Th.D. 
His dissertation there was a historical 
study on aspects of the thought of 
John Calvin. 


Dr. Street is the author of THE 
STORY OF SOUTHERN PRESBY- 
TERIANS, one of the centenial study 
books, and he recently revised the 
Walter L. Lingle book, PRESBY- 
TERIANS, THEIR HISTORY AND 
BELIEFS. 


He has also served as a member of 
the General Assembly’s centennial com- 
mittee and as a member of the board 
of the Pan-American School, Kings- 
ville, Texas. 


Dr. Street and his wife, the former 
Sara Crews, have three daughters and 
a son. 






conviction that he should continue in 
his present work at Austin Theologi- 
cal Seminary. 


The definite sense of leading felt by 
all members of the committee prompt- 
ed the committee to nominate Dr. 
Street to the Board of World Missions 
at its November meeting. At this 
time Dr. Street asked permission of 
the Board to give his reasons for de- 
clining the call, after which he left 
the room. 


The Board of World Misions dis- 
cussed the committee’s report and the 
reasons for its persistence in nominat- 
ing Dr. Street; also the statement 
which he had made to the Board. 
Following this the call to become Ex- 
ecutive Secretary was voted by the 
Board and within the week Dr. Street 
accepted. 


In the eyes of this committee there 
were certain considerations which 
were of paramount importance. It 
may be helpful to consider some of 
them: 


A. We have in the Board of 
World Missions a strong rep- 
resentative group of ministers, 
administrators, pastors and 
laymen, which is in a very true 
sense representative of the 
Church as a whole. 


B. The Executive Secretary must 
on his part be a man of deep 
spiritual conviction and com- 
mitment, true to the historic 
position of our church. 


C. In addition to this, he must be 
a man who is conscious of 
the world mission of the 
Church. 


D. We feel it to be of vital im- 
portance that he shall com- 
mand the respect and enthusi- 
asm of the Church as a whole. 


E. He should be a man able to 
sense the changing scene in 
the mission fields of the world. 


F. He should be a man who is 
able to preserve that which 
needs preserving, while at the 


same time boldly leading 
where change may be indi- 
cated. 


G. He must be able to attract 
able associates and to dele- 
gate authority. 


H. He should be able to evaluate 
problems and policies and to 


gradually develop a philosophy 
of missionary procedure which 
will carry with it inspired 
leadership throughout our 
Church and on the mission 
field. 


I. He should be a man capable 
of sound flexibility in the 
light of new developments in 
the world. 


J. He should be conscious of the 
implications of an unchanging 
Gospel in an_ ever-changing 
world. 


K. To this man — and only God 
can supply the humility, grace, 
wisdom and courage necessary 
— the Board is prepared to 
supply the personnel needed 
for the task; the prayerful 
and considered support of 
cumulative experience; and 
the church-wide and represent- 
ative loyalty, which under the 
hand of God can lead our 
Church to new heights of 
World Missions endeavor. 


The longer this committee func- 
tioned the clearer it became that the 
Executive Secretary must be a man 
thoroughly versed in the intimate de- 
tails of personnel, missions policies at 
home and abroad, and in the practical 
operations of the various departments 
of the staff. 


As time passed and we studied the 
names of those who might be available 
the more we became convinced that 
Dr. Street met the peculiar qualifica- 
tions embodied. 


For seven years Dr. Street has been 
a member of the Board of World 
Missions. Prior to this time and con- 
tinuing to the present he has also 
been Professor of Missions at Austin 
Theological Seminary. 


Coming from the Board versed in 
the theory of missions he has demon- 
strated a remarkable ability to look at 
matters objectively and to discard pre- 
conceptions and misconceptions, and 
to act independently, humbly and with 
great wisdom when he knows all the 
facts. As he has grown with the 
Board so too has the appreciation of 
the Board for Dr. Street developed to 
the point where he is recognized as 
one of the ablest members on that 
body. 


Dr. Street has a prodigious capabil- 
ity for work, an incisive mind, a deep 
concern for the ongoing and welfare 


of the cause of Christ in the mission 
fields of the world. He has the im- 
pressive ability to reverse his own 
previous opinions where this seems in- 
dicated and his inquisitive mind is ever 
willing to delve to the bottom of any 
given situation in order to come up 
with the right solution. 


Not only is Dr. Street sound in the 
faith but he also has the gift of 
graciousness which enables him to 
evaluate men and situations objective- 
ly. He is a man with whom men can 
counsel and one who is ready and 
willing to seek and take advice. 


Dr. Street’s experience on the Board; 
his earnest and continued study of 
World Missions; his intellectual ability 
with his capacity for prodigious 
amounts of work; his willingness to 
study all angles of policies and prob- 
lems before arriving at a decision; the 
certainty that he will be receptive to 
the wisdom and guidance of his former 
Board associates; the indisputable fact 
that as his years on the Board have 
progressed so too have the soundness 
of his judgments increased; his deep 
admiration and respect for Dr. Darby 
Fulton, the out-going Executive Sec- 
retary — all of these and other con- 
siderations have convinced us that we 
are more than fortunate to secure the 
services of Dr. Street and that the 
Church can look forward to increasing 
fruitfulness within the World Mission 
enterprise. 


Dr. Street plans to move to Nash- 
ville in June, 1961, looking towards 
the assumption of full responsibility 
as Executive Secretary January Ist, 
1962. 


During these months of adjustment 
the entire Church owes it to Dr. Street, 
the staff, our missionaries, and the 
entire projection of our mission work 
in making Christ known to the world, 
to pray earnestly and continually for 
an outpouring of God’s Holy Spirit 
on all concerned. As we uphold the 
hands of these to whom there is en- 
trusted this grave responsibility we 
can look forward with every confidence 
to the continuing blessings of God on 
our share in the great cause of World 
Missions. 


* * * * * 


Dr. Bell, a third-term member of 
the Board of World Missions, served 
as chairman of the committee which 
nominated the new Executive Secre- 
tary. 
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Text: “And they put forward two 
.. . Justus and Matthias; and they 
prayed and... cast lots for them, 
and the lot fell on Matthias .. .” 
Acts 1:23-26. 


Very soon we will have an election 
to fill vacancies on the official Boards 
of this church. Certain men will be 
elected and certain men will not. 


Concerning this matter of election 
and how you take victory or defeat I 
intend to preach to you this morning. 


We have, as I hope we always have 
a Biblical precedent for our preaching. 
I have read you the account of the 
early Church election which took place 
just after the resurrection when the 
Church was formulating itself and 
about to thrust itself under the power 
of the Holy Spirit into an unbelieving 
world. 


Judas, that mysterious person, had 
dwelt among the Apostles for three 
years. He had known all the benefits 
of seeing the wonderful works of 
Jesus. He had experienced the ad- 
vantage that came from intimate, day 
in and day out, morning and evening 
fellowship with the Master. Yet, when 
the crisis of his soul came he was 
weighed in the balances and found 
wanting. He sold his own soul for 
thirty pieces of silver. He betrayed 
his Lord and, as the Bible says, “He 
went to his own place.” When Jesus 
called him “the son of perdition” he 
was not inventing a new name for 
him. He was simply indicating what 
the true revelation of his character 
would bring. So he defected from the 
Twelve and there was left in that 
intimate and authoritative company a 
vacancy. 


The disciples are gathered and they 
wonder what they should do next in 
order to continue the work. Peter, 
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the chairman of that first meeting, 
says, “There are some among us who 
would qualify and we ought to choose 
one of them to fill this vacancy.” 


Now there are some who say this 
was a mistake; that Peter and the 
others were rushing ahead and were 
not in the Lord’s will when they did 
this thing. They say if they had only 
waited the Holy Spirit was all the 
while preparing the one who would 
be the twelfth Apostle, the Apostle 
Paul. Later, you know, Paul calls 
himself the “Least of the Apostles’. 
But whether or not they were out of 
the Lord’s will Peter and the others 
felt they ought to fill this vacancy. 
So they looked among their company 
of 120 to see who should be qualified, 
because this is not an office lightly 
to be esteemed. No office, to which 
a man is elected by his fellows, is 
lightly to be esteemed. It is an oppor- 
tunity for leadership—whether it is 
the most menial of offices or the most 
lofty. There had to be certain quali- 
fications met before a man could be- 
come an Apostle. These who had fol- 
lowed after Jesus in the time of His 
ministry, who had been witnesses of 
His resurrection, these were qualified. 


THE ELECTION OF MATTHIAS 


So they chose two men—one named 
Justus and one named Matthias. They 
prayed about it, as people ought to 
pray about elections. They cast lots 
and the lot fell on the man named 
Matthias, and the lot fell away from 
the man named Justus. One was elect- 
ed and one was not elected. 


Whatever became of those men? 
Well, Matthias is never mentioned 
again. Of Justus, we are not certain. 
The name “Justus” appears twice 
more in the New Testament, once in 
the 18th Chapter of Acts and once 
in the Book of Colossians. In the 
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18th Chapter of Acts he is referred 
to as a man who lived hard by the 
synagogue and who was a friend of 
the Christians of the community, and 
who provided hospitality and pro- 
tection to the Apostle when he came 
there. The other man is spoken of 
by Paul as “my fellow laborer in the 
Gospel.” Can this be the man who 
was defeated? Is this the one who 
goes on from not having been chosen 
to being of some use? We cannot be 
certain. But what about the man who 
did get elected? Let’s look at him 
first. 


What happens when a man wins? 
What happened to this man? Did he 
sit down in comfort in his new seat 
of authority? Did he say, “Well I 
have been honored now, I hope the 
proper deference will be given to 
me.” 


If he did this he was probably not 
the first and certainly not the last 
man to assume such a misunderstand- 
ing of his election. There have been 
people who have been thrust up into 
eminence by their fellows, who have 
been highly complimented, who have 
misunderstood what the office meant. 
They have thought that because they 
were the victors they could now share 
the spoils. They thought not of the 
opportunity to serve but they thought 
of the honor to self involved in the 
office. And, of course, by so mis- 
interpreting they disqualified them- 
selves for fulfilling the office. 


A CALL TO SERVE 


A man is not elected to honor him 
but because somehow his fellows be- 
lieve that he is qualified to lead them 
to be more than they used to be. Any 
man elected to an office in this church 
ought to reason within himself, 


not that he has been elevated to a 


new height in order that he might 
have preeminence or patronage over 


his fellow members. No. Like his 
Lord, he is chosen to serve. “I came 
not to be ministered unto,” Christ 
said, “but to minister.” Who would 
be more qualified to sit in a seat of 
authority, dominion His natural right, 
than Christ? Yet He emptied Himself. 


One of the happy coincidences about 
the highest office given to a layman 
in a local congregation in the Presby- 
terian denomination, is that he shares 
in the service of the Communion. He 
takes these simple elements from the 
Lord’s Table representing the Body 
and Blood of our Lord, and carries 
them IN SERVICE to his fellow Chris- 
tians. Christ said, “I am among you 
as one who serves.” So Matthias, we 
earnestly hope was a man who, flushed 
with the delight of victory, went out 
to serve. 


The tradition concerning Matthias is 
that he as one of the Twelve, thrust 
himself into this world that was un- 
believing and rebellious, went down 
into northern Africa, Alexandria, and 
then westward into the barren waste 
of the African desert, and at last was 
martyred for the sake of Christ. I 
hope that’s what really happened, be- 
cause his ought to be the attitude of 
anyone who is chosen for office, that 
he is expendable for the sake of Jesus 
Christ. 


Now what about the man who was 
not elected? And there are always 
those. What about Justus? What hap- 
pened to him? Did he go off and 
sulk somewhere? Did he feel a per- 
sonal affront? Did he somehow be- 
lieve that he had been repudiated, 
that there was an insult involved in 
this balloting? Did he say resolutely, 
“Well, if I can’t be an Apostle I won’t 
be anything?” If he did, he probabaly 
was not the first and certainly not 
the last, to have this misunderstand- 
ing of the election. 


There are people in the Church to- 
day who because they were defeated, 
perhaps by. a very narrow margin, 
feel that there has been some affront 
given to them and they determine that 
they shall not be so humiliated again 
and they do not serve -again. 


A man going out of this church 
one-morning said to me, “You were 
talking not only to me but about me 
this morning, because a number of 
years ago I was nominated to be a 
Deacon in this church and I was defeat- 
ed. and for years I deceived myself 
and-lost the opportunity to serve.” 


Ah, yes. Whether it is on the ath- 
letic team where you are defeated 
for the captaincy, whether it is in 
the sorority or fraternity, the circle 
or the Women’s Association, that 
someone beats you for an office, what 
is your reaction? Do you harbor this? 
If you do, I tell you it will consume 
you like a cancer. There are those in 
this community who are the living ex- 
ample of this, who having been de- 
feated for office are now spending the 
rest of their lives nurturing hatred 
and all the while their multiplied gifts 
are rusting. Unto God they will have 
to give an answer for this. 


DEFEATED BUT NOT DOWNCAST 


I do not believe that Justus acted 
this way. I like to think that he went 
and congratulated Matthias. I like to 
think he felt the same way one of our 
great Americans did when he was de- 
feated, not just by a narrow margin 
but by a great sweep, when many oth- 
er candidates exceeded him. He said, 
‘T am glad there are so many men 
better than I who can occupy the of- 
fice.” I like to think Justus did that, 
that he went and congratulated Mat- 
thias and said, ‘““Now I wonder where 
I can be of help?” 


I remember, I could not forget, one 
of the early Session meetings over 
which I presided in Harrisburg, nearly 
20 years ago. In that church, at that 
time, men were elected to the Session 
for life, not as a sentence but as an 
opportunity for service. Elected for 
life they sat in order of seniority at 
the Session table, so that I sat at one 
end of the table. (I was never quite 
able to determine whether I was at 
the head or the foot.) At my right 
sat the Clerk of Session. Then be- 
ginning here in order of their seniority 
they sat here and there and here and 
there until the neophyte sat way at the 
end. 


One night, shortly after I began my 
ministry there, an issue came up and on 
either side of the issue were two 
strong, outspoken men. One man, 
seated here, number 2 in seniority, 
said, “If a certain course is taken I’ll 
resign from the Session.’””’ Number 3 
man over here said, “If that course is 
not taken I'll resign from the Session.” 
I was in the middle! But this latter 
man over there said, “If that course is 
not taken I’ll resign from the Session.” 
and_I’ll go back to the job that I took 
in this church 40 years ago. It may 
be that as the assistant to the librarian 
in the Sunday School once more I’ll 
be of some service.” There is a dif- 
ference in those two statements, you 


see. Now happily, the issue was so 
resolved that nobody resigned and this 
man came to be, in my estimate, per- 
haps the greatest Presbyterian elder 
I have ever known. Yes, there is a 
difference in attitudes of defeat. 


Are you out there, not serving as 
you ought because once you were de- 
feated or because once there was an 
imagined or real hurt given to you 
or to your family? If you are I pray 
you learn that the cause of Jesus Christ 
is larger than personal satisfaction or 
success. The cause of Jesus Christ 
claims and demands all that any of us 
who call ourselves the followers of the 
Lord can give to it. 


We have notable examples of this 
heroic spirit outside the church. One 
of the greatest Americans was William 
H. Seward, who was raised in Orange 
County in New York, and lived his 
whole life in that area. He became an 
eminent lawyer, served three times as 
the Governor of the State of New 
York, was elected State Senator from 
New York and served with honor in 
Congress. In 1856 he missed by a very 
narrow margin the nomination to the 
presidency of the United States. Four 
years later when the Republican Con- 
vention met in Chicago it was as- 
sumed that Seward would win. He 
had every qualification: sagacity of 
spirit, breadth of understanding, width 
and depth of experience. He was well 
qualified to be the president. On the 
first ballot he had a wide margin, not 
quite wide enough to win the nomina- 
tion. His townsmen back home were 
so sure that he would win that they 
brought the town cannon and rolled it 
from the city square up to the gates of 
his hillside mansion, loaded it and had 
it primed, ready to fire in celebration 
of his nominaton. On the second bal- 
lot it was closer and on the third ballot 
he was defeated by an unknown, un- 
taught, lawyer from Illinois — named 
Lincoln. 


They wired Seward in New York 
of the amazing defeat and he read the 
telegram and could hardly believe what 
he saw on the paper. Then turning it 
over to a friend, who went down and 
dispersed in quietness and disappoint- 
ment the townspeople, he went into the 
house, not to self-pity but to prayer. 
His biographer tells us that he hid 
himself away to pray that God would 
show him what this meant. A few 
months after the election Abraham 
Lincoln came to Seward and asked 
him if he would be his Secretary of 


(Cont. on p. 21, col. 1) 
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the SPIRIT 
ofa 
STORE ... 


The quotation ‘‘no man is an island, entire in it- 
self’ might apply to a store as well. Such was the 
belief of Belk-Simpson founders who, from the be- 
ginning, attempted to make a citizen as well as a 
success of the first store that opened over 72 
years ago. The basic philosophy did not stop with 
its founders, but is a legacy passed down from 
generation of Belk-Simpson people to another. It 
was their goal to make of Belk-Simpson’s a store 
of the people, for the people. So, all who made 
up the store family, were encouraged to give of 
their time and energies, as well as of worldly goods, 
for the civic welfare. That’s why when you see 
the sign of progress, whether in the home, church, 
or community, you'll invariably find folks of the 
Belk-Simpson family pitchin’ in. May we and the 
generations to come strive to keep the spirit of 
Belk-Simpson’s bright and shining. 


Belk-Simpson Department Stores 
an integral part of the South 


28 Belk-Simpson stores to serve you with courtesy 


and honest values. Look for the store nearest you 


for the finest in FM radio stay tuned to WMIT 





SOUTH CAROLINA 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Greenville, S. C. 
J. A. Ellison, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson-Plaza Store 
Greenville, S. 

A. M. Smith, Mer. -Prop. 
The Dollar Store 
Greenville, S. C. 

R. P. Crumpler, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk’s Department Store, 
Lancaster, S. C. 

B. L. Plyler, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk’s Department Store 
Camden, 5. 

J. A. Hagins, “Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk’s Department Store 
Clinton, S. C. 

D. B. Smith, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Darlington, S. C. 

J. H. Lyles, Mgr.-Prop. 


Belk’s Department Store 
Laurens, S. 

> > - Holmes, | Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Abbeville, S. C. 

J. S. Hagins, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Hagins Co. 

Kershaw, S. C. 

Cc. E. Hinson, Mgr.-Prop. 
Efird’s Dept. Store 
Clinton, S. C. 

W. L. Hubbard, Mgr. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Beaufort,. 8. C. 

L. A. Reeves, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Fountain Inn, S. C. 

E. J. Copeland, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Woodruff, S. C. 

F. B. Hagins, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 

Honea Path, S. C. 

T. R. Martin, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson a 
Whitmire, S. 

Jack Giliitesa Mer. -Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Manning, S. C. 

W. M. Gettys, Mgr.-Prop. 


NORTH CAROLINA 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Hendersonville, N. C. 

R. E. McCormick, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk’s Department Store 
Brevard, N. C. 

J. E. Smith, Mgr.-Prop. 


KENTUCKY 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Harlan, Ky. 
Delmar Tolliver, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
rig Ky. 

W. C. Ashley, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Winchester, Ky. 

T. L. Beckman, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co, 

Mt. Sterling, Ky. 

Willoughby Smith, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 

Frankfort, Ky. 

E. C. Huggins, Mgr.-Prop. 


GEORGIA 
Belk-Simpson Co. 


Bainbridge, Ga. 
M. D. Ashley, Mgr.-Prop. 


ARKANSAS 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Paragould, Ark. 
W. H. Wade, Megr.-Prop. 


OHIO 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Athens, Ohio 
Joe Kelly, Mgr.-Prop. 


MISSOURI 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Carthage, Mo. 
J. A. McCaskill, Mgr.-Prop. 
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EDIJOHTIALS 


Breadth, or Excellence? 


“Broad is the way that leadeth unto 
Narrow is the way 


life” (Matt. 7: 


destruction .. . 
that leadeth unto 
13-14). 


Two pairs of words are contrasted 
in the above familiar verses: Narrow 
— Broad; Life — Destruction. The 
interesting thing is that the least at- 
tractive of the first pair is linked to 
the most attractive of the second. 
“Narrow,” with all its dark and seamy 
connotations is linked to “life” with 
all its bright and happy prospects. 


We are not captivated by that word 
“narrow” in this day and time. It 
smacks of intolerance and of prejudice 
— of attitudes in religion, ethics and 
government that somehow seem a lit- 
tle un-American. To say of a person, 
“He is narrow!” is to imply that he 
isn’t altogether well educated — cer- 
tainly that something is probably lack- 
ing in his character. 


The man of the hour today is the 
man of broad vision and a well-round- 
ed personality. Breadth and toleration 
have become for us synonymous with 
the American dream. Freedom in all 
matters, personal and religious, con- 
stitutes a sort of ideal which we 
identify with success. 


To be broadminded, in other words, 
is to be civilized. To be narrow-mind- 
ed, on the other hand, is to be pro- 
vincial, if not downright medieval. 


And yet, this attitude does not al- 
ways hold true among us. In science, 
for instance, specialization regularly 
takes the place of generalization. Re- 
search scientists often narrow the 
range of their interest to the smallest 
possible field in order better to make 
progress. And in medicine, breadth 
is often sacrificed for excellence: the 
doctor who wishes to reach the pin- 
nacle of his profession will spend the 
greater part of his preparation in in- 
creasingly narrow areas of speciliza- 
tion. 


Our Lord Jesus Christ was not the 
broad-minded, well-rounded type. His 
preoccupations were narrow, specific, 
exclusive. There was a_ sharpness 


about Him, a pointed directness that 
did not admit the freedom of several 
alternatives, the validity of many 
sources of truth, ‘the suggestion of un- 
limited possibilities in viewpoint. 


Jesus Christ did not (and will not) 
fit into the well-rounded life. He re- 
fuses to be tucked in around the edges. 


For “narrow is the way that lead- 
eth unto life, and few there be that 
find it.”—Suggested by a sermon by 
Dr. Edmund Steimle, on the Protestant 
Hour. 





More of the Same 


The promotional material for the 
observance of Christian Student Sun- 
day (Dec. 25) has just been called to 
our attention. Put out by the Depart- 
ment of Campus Christian Life, the 
resource material includes two books, 
the same two books the Department 
has been promoting for over a year: 
A BASIS FOR STUDY, a symposium 
by 11 authors; and GOSPEL ON CAM- 
PUS, by Neely McCarter and Charles 
McCoy. 


The Journal comment on A BASIS 
FOR STUDY (March 23) included this 
paragraph: “Perhaps this revision of 
the Christian faith will attract the at- 
tention of some who have been indif- 
ferent to religion and who prefer the 
vagaries and subjectivism of specula- 
tive theology to ‘Thus saith the Lord,’ 





Other Cheek? 


Any extreme form of pacifism 
which renounces all use of force 
in every circumstance is incompat- 
ible with the status of a citizen in 
a national state which is manaced 
by other armed states. To think 
that the Sermon on the Mount can 
be directed to international rela- 
tions is misleading. It is not pos- 
sible for a nation, as such, to turn 
the other cheek.—Dr. Walter Rob- 
ert Matthews, Dean of St. Paul’s 
Cathedral. 














but it is highly doubtful if anyone so 
attracted will in consequence be profit- 
ed. For, as Dr. Ross Stevenson of 
Princeton once said, When you take 
away from anything everything that 
makes it something, you have nothing 
left.” 


And the Journal comment on the 
McCarter - McCoy book (Dec. 
1959) included this remark: ‘What- 
ever value may lie concealed in the 
existential imitation of Christian 
thought-forms which characterize this 
book, its incompatability with historic 
Christianity emerges in the very simple 
way it holds in almost indecent deri- 
sion the evangelism of others and the 
sincere patterns of service among 
Christians who have gone before. 
These authors do not acknowledge that 
they are surrounded by so great a 
cloud of witnesses. Truth begins and 
apparently ends with them. That is 
sufficient to verify the suspicion of the 
troubled reader that they are paddling 
a cross-current in evangelical Christi- 
anity.”’ 


Better than either of these two is 
CHURCH AND CAMPUS, ed. by De- 
witt Deddick, John Knox Press, $1.00. 
Dr. H. G. Goodykoontz’s work, CHRIS- 
TIAN WAYS FOR COLLEGE DAYS, 
though not at all addressed to the 
same audience, is also better if it is a 
program you are preparing for. 





By Grace Are Ye Saved 


In the air over Athens, Greece, an 
infant passenger on a DC-7 suddenly 
took sick and became in a dying con- 
dition. Frantically concerned over 
the baby’s soul, the mother summoned 
the stewardess, one Mlle. Helen Brun. 
In the presence of the parents, and 
two of the airliner’s staff, Miss Brun 
“sprinkled mineral water on the child’s 
brow, making the sign of the cross 
and reciting the baptismal formula” 
just as the child died. But she acted 
in time, according to the RNS story. 


Now it is by grace that we are 
saved, through faith, and that is not 
of ourselves, it is the gift of God. His 
covenant mercies extend the promise 
of redemption to believers and their 
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children according to His effectual 
calling. They do not depend on bap- 
tismal or any other mechanical re- 
generation. 


Some are chosen and some are rep- 
robate. The distinction remains with- 
in His inscrutable will. But thank 
God we are not called on to believe 
that the salvation of any soul depends 
on the quick thinking of an airline 
stewardess. 





Coherence or Chaos? 


The thing that bothers most people 
the most about the doctrine of Pre- 
destination is the implication that 
some things bearing eternal signifi- 
eance are fixed. Especially bother- 
some is the thought that God deter- 
mines the destination of any one and 
that this is even pre-determined. Be- 
cause we cannot help thinking logi- 
cally, we pursue the concept of sov- 
ereignty and control on the part of 
an all-powerful God to its logical con- 
clusion . . . and are distressed. 


But let us see if it cannot be dem- 
onstrated that (despite the difficulties) 
we take God’s sovereignty for granted, 
more than we think. Here is an illu- 
stration: 


Remember the sinking of the Ti- 
tanic, that queen of the sea, which 
left England on her maiden voyage 
for a rendezvous with destiny in the 
middle of the north Atlantic? How 
are we to understand that relatively 
small incident in the onward sweep 
of human events? Was God but a 
helpless Bystander in the confusion of 
circumstances which sent over a thou- 
sand people into eternity? 


Did God not know, when the Titanic 
sailed, that some of its passengers 
would stand in His presence before 
the week was out? 


Did He just stand by, an interested 
but non-participating Onlooker, while 
the drama of death and rescue un- 
folded before His all-perceiving gaze? 


Did those who reached ultimate 
safety ashore have no reason to ex- 
press thanksgiving for their deliver- 





IT IS A BATTLE 


We have a dim recollection of a 
story we read, about a character who 
was constantly blundering into impos- 
sible situations and whose stupidity 
and unbounding nerve combined to 
make for hilarious reading. 


One time this individual inadvertent- 
ly walked out between two opposing 
battle lines. The shouts of some 
friends he took for applause; the ex- 
ploding shells with rifle fire he inter- 
preted as some kind of celebration. 
Only his stumbling into a trench saved 
his life while later appearance before 
a provost marshal sobered and enlight- 
ened him as to the realities of war. 


A funny and entertaining 
even while utterly impossible! 


story, 


But it is not funny to see people 
begin the day blithely ignorant of the 
fact that they are in for a battle. It 
is tragic to see people ignorant of 
and oblivious to the Enemy of Souls 
who every moment is seeking our 
downfall. Such ignorance is inexcus- 
able for from the Scriptures, and from 
personal experience, we should know 
that we are constantly under attack. 


The apostle Paul, writing to the 
Corinthian Christians, says: “for we 
are not ignorant of his (Satan’s) de- 
We who name the name of 
Christ are confronted by satanically 
clever devices to lead us astray. These 
temptations assail us every day, but 
only too often we blithely go our way, 
thinking that we are smart enough to 
outwit him; or failing to recognize 
the hand of the Evil One as he works 
in and around us. 


There 


vices.” 


are times when we confuse 


God’s warning for applause; when our 
success is nothing more than Satan’s 
trap; when we fail to see that the al- 
lurements of the immediate are the 
trappings of death. 


A study of the Bible makes it very 
clear that mankind is in a battle. For 
many there is no struggle because the 
conscience is seared and the will held 
captive. But for Christians, while 
Christ has won the ultimate battle on 
the Cross Satan continues his plan to, 
at least, neutralize our Christian wit- 
ness by leading us into daily com- 
promises. 


In Ephesians 6 we read (and but for 
the grace and sustaining power of the 
living Christ these words should make 
us tremble): “Put on the whole ar- 
mour of God, that ye may be able to 
stand against the wiles of the devil. 
For we wrestle not against flesh and 
blood, but against principalities, 
against powers, against the rulers of 
the darkness of this world, against 
spiritual wickedness in high places.” 


It is to the daily need to sense the 
battle, and to take the God-provided 
means of victory, that we speak. With- 
out His help we are powerless. Only 
as the Holy Spirit illuminates can we 
sense Satan’s guile. It is the whole 
armour of God which alone provides 
victory. 


Yes, tomorrow morning when you 
start the day you are in a battle — 
a battle to the death. To be fore- 
warned is to be wise. To start asking 
God’s presence, wisdom and power puts 
us on the offensive and Satan on the 
defensive. 





ance — in other words, did He have 
nothing to do with their salvation? 


Conversely, did those who died not 
discover that they went because He 
summoned them? 


Finally, may we agree that God is 
sovereign in the affairs of the body 
and in the physical events of the uni- 
verse, but not sovereign in the af- 
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fairs of the soul? In other words, 
can we affirm Election without affirm- 
ing Reprobation? 


The perspective of “Sovereignty” 
from which we view all Christian doc- 
trines is “hard” theology, especially 
when applied to areas of foreordina- 
tion and human freedom in salvation. 
But the alternative is a universe in 
chaos. 
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God’s Gift of Love 


LESSON FOR DECEMBER 25, 1960 


Bible Material: Luke 2 


Devotional Reading: Luke 1:46-55 


During the month of December we have been study- 
ing different aspects of the advent of Jesus Christ, and 
these lessons form a fine background for the Christmas 
Lesson, “God’s Gift of Love.” The lesson for Decem- 
ber 4 was “God’s Covenant of Love,” on December 11 
it was “God’s Promise of a Saviour,” and last Sunday 
“The Compassion of Christ.” It was His compassion, 
His great heart of love, that led Him to leave the 
“ivory palaces” and come to this “world of woe.” Back 
of God’s Gift is His Love: God so loved that He gave. 


Our devotional reading is the song that Mary sang 
when she knew that she was to be the mother of the 
promised Messiah: And Mary said, “My soul doth 
magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced in God 
my Saviour. For He hath regarded the low estate of 
His handmaiden: for, behold, from henceforth all gen- 
erations shall call me blessed. For He that is mighty 
hath done to me great things; and holy is His name. 
And His mercy is on them that fear Him from genera- 
tion to generation.” Only as inspired by the Holy 
Spirit could Mary, the lowly handmaiden of the Lord, 
speak such lovely words. They remind us of Han- 
nah’s song when her prayer for a child was answered. 
(see I Sam. 2). 


I. The Birth of Jesus: Luke 2:1-7. 


The hand of God in history is seen very plainly in 
these verses. The prophet had said that the Messiah 
should be born in Bethlehem. How was this to be 
since Joseph and Mary lived in Nazareth, a city of 
Galilee and Bethlehem was in Judea? It was brought 
about by the decree of Caesar Augustus that all the 
world should be enrolled for the purpose of taxing 
the people. Every man had to go into his own city 
for this enrollment. Joseph and Mary were of the 
house and lineage of David and so they had to go to 
to the city of David. While they were there the time 
came for Mary to be delivered. “And she brought 
forth her first born Son, and wrapped Him in swad- 
dling clothes, and laid Him in a manger; because 
there was no room for them in the inn.” The scene 
is portrayed in pageant and story wherever the Gospel 
is known. Let us stop a moment and think about 
those words, “because there was no room for them 
in the inn.” If Jesus were to come today in this same 
way, would the story not be the same? Would He not 
be crowded out of our busy world? He is coming 
again, but He will not be overlooked when He comes in 
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By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 





the glory of His Father and His own glory and the 
glory of the angels in heaven. As the lightning flashes 
from one end of heaven to the other, so will be His 


coming in glory. 
a beautiful way: 


One of our old hymns expresses it in 


He is coming, He is coming, 
Not as once He came before, 
Vailing infant born in weakness 
On a lowly stable floor; 
jut upon His cloud of glory, 
In the crimson-tinted sky, 
Where we see the golden sunrise 
In the rosy distance lie. 


Yes, we believe in a risen and ascended Saviour who 
is coming back one day to judge the living and the 
dead. No subject is treated more fully in the New 
Testament than this subject of the glorious return of 
our Lord. 


His second coming will be an unexpected event. 
Even as in the days of Noah so shall the coming of the 
Son of Man be. He will come as a thief in the night. 
We are to watch and be ready. There were some who 
were ready when He came as a babe in Bethlehem. 
He came unto His own and His own received Him not, 
but to as many as received Him, He gave power to be 
the children of God. 


Il. The Visit of the Shepherds: Luke 2:8-20. 


The shepherds were ready for Him to come as they 
kept watch over their flocks. 


It was particularly fitting that the announcement of 
His birth should be made to shepherds. In Ezekiel, 
chapter 34, we find the prophet denouncing the false 
shepherds of Israel, who fed themselves, but did not 
feed the flock. God promised to send the Good Shep- 
herd who would seek out the sheep and feed them in 
a good pasture. In John 10:11, 14 we find Jesus saying, 
“I am the good shepherd, and know my sheep, and 
am known of mine.” So to some lowly “good shep- 
herds” came the message of the angels telling of the 
birth of the “Good Shepherd” who would be the 
Saviour of the world. 


Someone has said that there were three “special de- 
livery” messages about Christ delivered at various times 
by angels: (1) His Birth, (2) His Resurrection, and 
(3) His Second Coming, when the disciples saw Him 
ascend to heaven, and were told that this same Jesus 
would come again in like manner. We know that 
angels are ministering spirits, sent forth to minister 
for them who shall be heirs of salvation: Gabriel and 
Michael are two of these, and there are a great many 


others. 
John in the Book of Revelation. 


They are very prominent in the visions of 


The angel of the Lord said to the shepherds, “Fear 
not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, 
which shall be to all people. For unto you is born 
this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ 
the Lord. And suddenly there was with the angel a 
multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and 
saying, Glory to God in the highest, and on earth 
peace, good will toward men.” All of God’s works 
bring glory to God, but the one thing which brings 
Him the greatest glory is His Gift of Love. No wonder 
the hosts of angels in heaven shouted His praises. 


The shepherds were indeed wise to say, “Let us now 
go... and see.” So they hastened to Bethlehem and 
found the Babe even as the angels had said. They 
made known what had been told them concerning the 
Child, and then returned glorifying and praising God. 
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But Mary kept all these things, and pondered them in 
her heart. 


The wise thing for us to do when we hear and read 
this beautiful account of the birth of our Lord is to do 
what the shepherds did: Come and see. This is the 
invitation of the manger in Bethlehem. 


III. Some Others Who were Ready: 
Anna: 2:21-39. 


Simeon and 


Jesus was “made under the law’ and the Mosaic 
ritual was performed as was customary when a child 
was born. 


“And, behold, there was a man in Jerusalem, whose 
name was Simeon; the same man was just and devout, 
waiting for the consolation of Israel: and the Holy 
Ghost was upon him. And it was revealed unto him 
by the Holy Ghost, that he should not see death, be- 
fore he had seen the Lord’s Christ. He came into 
the temple, took the child in his arms, and blessed 
God, saying, Lord, now lettest thou Thy servant de- 
part in peace, according to Thy Word: for mine eyes 
have seen Thy salvation.” 


Notice what he says to Mary. “Yea, a sword shall 
pierce through thy own soul also.” Turning to Tohn 
19:25-27 we read that Mary stood by the cross of Jesus 
and when Jesus saw His mother, and the disciple stand- 
ing by whom He loved, He said to His mother, “Wom- 
an. behold thy son!” Then He said to the disciple, 
“Rehold thv mother!” And from that hour that dis- 
cinle took her into his own home. Yes, the sword 
pierced Marv’s heart that day as she stood by the cross 
and watched her Son suffer and die. 


And there was Anna. She, like Simeon, was ready 
for the Saviour to come: “She, coming in that instant, 
gave thanks likewise unto the Lord, and spake of Him 
to all of them that looked for redemption in Jeru- 
salem.” 


IV. Jesus in the Temple: 2:39-51. 


This passage gives us the account of the trip to 
Jerusalem when Jesus was twelve years old. When 
Joseph and Mary returned to Jerusalem in search of 
Him, He gently rebuked her by saying, “How is it 
that ye sought Me? Wist ye not that I must be about 
My Father’s business?’”” He went back with them to 
Nazareth and was subject unto them. There, we are 
told, He increased in wisdom and stature, and in favor 
with God and men. 


What will you and I do with God’s Gift of Love? 
Shall we not accept Him and rejoice in His glorious 
salvation? 
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YOUTH WORK 


FOR DECEMBER 25, 1960 


God With Us 


Scripture—Matthew 1:18-25 and John 1:1-14 


Suggested Hymns— 
“Angels, From the Realms of Glory” 
“Joy to the World” 
“Thou Didst Leave Thy Throne” 


PROGRAM LEADER’S INTRODUCTION: In our 
observance of Christmas we place so much emphasis 
on the Babe in the manger that we are likely to over- 
look the greater significance of the coming of Jesus 
Christ. It is true that the Christmas story of the birth 
in the stable is beautiful by itself. It would have been 
beautiful and worth repeating if the Child involved 
had been only an ordinary baby. But He was not an 
ordinary child, and His was not an ordinary birth. His 
human nature was very real. He was just as truly hu- 
man as any child that was ever born, but, beside the 
human nature there was another, a divine nature, in 
the life of this Child. In this one baby there was a 
mvsterious union of that which was truly human and 
that which was truly divine. The One Whom God 
the Father had been calling His Son throughout eternity 
was now the baby whom Mary called Jesus. 


The Bible tells us that Christ had a prior existence. 
His human nature had not lived before, but His divine 
nature had. He was with the Father in the beeinning: 
“All things were made by Him, and without Him was 
not anvthing made that was made.” “For by Him 
were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are 
in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, 
or dominions, or principalities, or powers, all things 
were created by Him, and for Him; and He is before all 
things, and by Him all things consist” (Col. 1:16,17). 
“He was in the world, and the world was made by 
Him...” He was truly God, but He became man and 
lived in our midst. Surely the prophecy was fulfilled 
which said that His name should be called Emmanuel, 
which means “God with us.” “For in Him dwelleth 
all the fulness of the Godhead bodily” (Col. 2:9). 
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How did this wonderful thing take place . . . this 
coming of God in human flesh? It is a mystery which 
no one can fully explain, but we are not left in com- 
plete ignorance. A human being, the woman Mary, 
was the mother of this very special Child, and God was 
His Father. His life was different, and His parentage 
was different from that of other people. In this Child 
we have the God-man . . . one person with two distinct 
natures. It is a mystery our minds cannot fathom, but 
we receive it as a God-revealed truth. What is its 
meaning to us? 


FIRST SPEAKER: The fact that God has come to 
earth in human life means that we can know Him in an 
adequate way. We can learn some things about God 
bv observing the things He has created. “For the in- 
visible things of Him from the creation of the world 
are clearly seen, being understood bv the things that 
are made, even His eternal power and Godhead . . .” 
(Rom. 1:20). God speaks to us more clearly in His 
written Word, the Bible: “The entrance of Thy 
words giveth lieht, it giveth understanding unto the 
simple” (Ps. 119:130). But God revealed Himself 
most fully when He came to earth in Christ: “God, 
who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in 
times past unto the fathers by the prophets, hath in 
these last davs spoken unto us by His Son...” (Heb. 1: 
1.2). Those who see Jesus Christ, see God: “And the 
Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we 
beheld His glorv, the glory as of the only begotten of 
the Father), full of grace and truth” (Tn. 1:14). 
Jesus said, “he that hath seen Me hath seen the Father” 
(Tn. 14:9). Col. 1:15 speaks of Christ as “the image 
of the invisible God.” We cannot know God fullv or 
adequately apart from the revelation of Him in Christ: 
" Neither knoweth any man the Father, save the 
Son, and he to whomsoever the Son will reveal Him” 
(Matt. 11:27). The fact that God is with us means 
that we can know God. 


SECOND SPEAKER: The fact that God has come 
into our midst as a Man also means that we can be 
saved from our sins. The Lord’s purpose in coming was 
to save us. His Name “Jesus” indicates His saving mis- 
sion: “. .. Thou shalt call His Name Jesus: for He 
shall save His people from their sins” (Mt. 1:21). 
Christ’s own words tell of the same saving purpose: 
“For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that 
which was lost” (Lk. 19:10). “For even the Son of 
man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, 
and to give His life a ransom for many” (Mk. 10:45). 
His life and death fulfilled the saving purpose of God 


(Cont. on p. 19, col. 2) 
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* * * Manford Geo. Gutzke, D.D., Ph.D. 


LIVING IN CHRIST—January: “Stand Firm In One Spirit” 
Philippians 1:21 - 2:4 


Up to this point in our study of Philippians we have 
noticed how Paul laid before the Philippian Christians 
the basis of their strength in the Christian life and in 
their personal testimony for the Lord. He has dwelt 
on their personal relationship with the Lord Jesus 
Christ, pointing out that they were “saints in Christ 
Jesus,” set apart unto Him. He has indicated his prayer 
for them, that they might be kept and then kept right 
in the Lord. 


Next he discussed his own personal circumstances: 
how that in the midst of persecution and affliction one 
can attain a strong degree of confidence in the Lord. 
Before ending his personal testimony and speaking his 
first directive to them, the Apostle writes this familiar 
phrase: (1:21) “For to me to live is Christ and to die 
is gain. But if I live in the flesh, this is the fruit of 
my labour (that is, my outlook will continue to be 
imprisonment and persecution) : yet what J shall choose 
I wot not. (This word “wot” in the Authorized Ver- 
sion means “I think” or “I know.” Paul is saying, “I 
don’t really know what to do.”) For I am in a strait 
betwixt two (I am torn between two possibilities) , hav- 
ing a desire to depart and to be with Christ; which is 
far better: nevertheless to abide in the flesh is more 
needful for you.” 

The Apostle indicates actual indifference as to wheth- 
er he will continue to live in the world or not. He ac- 
tually admits that if it were up to him to decide he 
would not know which to choose. He has a desire to 
depart and to be with Christ, to die and go to be with 
the Lord. On the other hand, being here would be 
better for the people who continue to be his responsi- 
bility. As he thinks about it he concludes: “J know 
that I shall abide and continue with you all for your 
furtherance and joy of faith.’ The word “know” is 
a manner of saying, “I am satisfied that it will be the 
Lord’s will for me to remain because it will be more 
helpful to you.” 


You get a certain feeling, as you read through this 
passage, that Paul actually believed he would have 
something to do with the way things worked out. You 
almost wonder if he means to imply that he was de- 
ciding whether he would go or whether he would stay. 
He reasons that it would be a good thing for him to 
stay and so he expects to stay. It makes you wonder 
whether in God’s dealing with His people there is 
ever such a thing as the servant on earth having any- 
thing to say about his going. 


Let me say at this point that I am personally disposed 
to think that is a possibility.- I suspect there are people 
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who stay longer because they want to stay. 


And I 
suspect there are people who go sooner because they are 
ready to go. 


I remember in my pastoral experience instances 
which tended to support this view of a Christian’s re- 
lationship with his Lord. One instance I particularly 
remember is that of a mother who was greatly troubled 
on account of a son she dearly loved. This woman had 
loved her son quite possessively and almost too much. 
At the time that I knew them he was a business execu- 
tive and a very gracious gentleman, but a man who 
had become addicted to drink. And he was still tied, 
in a sense, to his mother’s apron strings. 


The mother hated the very thought of her son's 
drinking. I was their pastor for a number of years dur- 
ing the time that his drinking problem increased and 
I knew that the young man tried in various ways to 
overcome his problem, but without success. 


There came a time when this woman called me into 
her home and asked me a question, point blank: did 
I think that it was possible that the Lord would never 
free her son until she was gone? Was it possible that 
she was so involved in his problem that it would take 
her death to loosen him from it? Under the circum- 
stances that I knew and that we had discussed I couldn’t 
say no to her. It was her idea and she had brought 
it up and I thought it was quite possible. 


Some days later she said to me, on the occasion of 
another visit, “I have been thinking about it and it 
seems to me that there is no longer any point in my 
remaining here. I cannot see that I am helping him 
and I have a feeling that if I should go he might be 
delivered.”” Then she said, “If I should die soon will 
you give me your word that as long as you live and as 
long as my son lives, until he is free from liquor, you 
will pray for him every day? Will you promise me 
that?” Under the circumstances there was nothing 
else for me to do and I promised. 


It was just a matter of weeks and one night when we 
were at prayer meeting the phone rang. The message 
was from this woman’s doctor. She was very sick and 
she wanted to see me. So I went. Up in her room she 
was lying in bed with a number of people around her. 
She didn’t even open her eyes, she just reached out 
and took my hand. She pulled me close to her so she 
could say something without the others hearing it. 
When I bent over the bed she asked just one question: 
“Will you remember?” I knew exactly what she meant. 
I said, “Yes.” She squeezed my hand and shoved me 





away. 
meant. She meant for me to be gone. 
I stepped out and went home. 
ing. 


I am perfectly satisfied that she had been prepared 
for her going and that she knew weeks in advance that 
her time was coming to an end. And here is the sequel 
to the story, in the providence of God. So far as I 
know that young man never touched liquor again! To- 
day he is gone too. I am convinced that now they are 
together in the Lord. 


She never opened her eyes and I knew what she 


After prayer 
She died before morn- 


I have extended my remarks to emphasize the truth 
that Paul was writing to the Philippians: for the Chris- 
tian death is nothing to be afraid of! And that is some- 
thing we want to keep in mind. As we do our daily 
duty, finishing what we can each day, walking with 
and serving the Lord as He gives us opportunity, let 
us never forget: it is always far better to be with Him 
than it is to remain here. 


PRACTICAL ADMONITIONS 


7 


In v. 27 Paul makes his first request of them: “Only 
let your conversation be as it becometh the Gospel of 
Christ.” 


This word, “conversation” refers, of course, not 
simply to speech but to one’s entire manner of life. 
Paul is saying: “Whether I come to you, or if I never 
get to see you again, let me hear that your manner of 
life is as follows: namely that you stand fast in one 
spirit, with one mind striving together for the faith of 
the Gospel; and in nothing terrified by your adver- 
saries.” 


When you think of it the problem of getting people 
to stand together is not as difficult as it may seem at 
first. As long as individuals are on their own — Tom, 
Dick and Harry each going his own way, being himself 
— it will almost be impossible to get them to stand 
fast together. Tom will want to be Tom and Dick will 
want to be Dick and Harry will want to be Harry. And 
this is true in the Church. But if you have Tom con- 
trolled by the Holy Spirit and Dick controlled by the 
Holy Spirit and Harry controlled by the Holy Spirit, 
the three of them can “stand in one Spirit,” for their 
separate wills are now one will: the will of God. 


This is not a human picture. There is no expecta- 
tion that in the natural course of events human beings 
can so thoroughly unite their minds that they won’t 
disagree. But “in the Lord” they can stand fast be- 
cause the one Spirit to which they each are vielded 
is one! And in Him they can be one. 


You will notice that the verse suggests that standing 
fast “in one Spirit” implies being “of one mind.” The 
word “mind” means our entire way of thinking. Our 
“mind” consists of the ideas that we accept. A great 
many ideas come through our mind which we do not 
accept. Some we do accept and adopt as our preferred 
wav of thinking, as it were. Now we can choose one 
mind or we can choose another as our preferred way of 
thinking. Paul is going to say, in the 2nd Chapter, 
“Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ 
Jesus.” That is, let the mind of Christ be the “one 
mind” in which you stand fast “in one Spirit.” 
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This, of course, tends to suggest that we shall yield 
our minds to Another. And that may not seem attrac- 
tive to some of you. You have heard it said of some- 
one else, “That person doesn’t have a mind of his 
own!” And the suggestion is not taken to be very flat- 
tering. But wait a minute. It may be better than you 
think not to have a mind of your own. It may mean 
that you have a common mind with the people you be- 
long to. And in Christian experience the desirable 
thing is not to think independently but to think accord- 
ing to the “mind of Christ.” What is His will? When 
that is determined it becomes also the “mind” of the 
Christian. And when several Christians together follow 
the mind of Christ for each, they find themselves of 
“one mind.” 


The next phrase, “which is to them an evident token 
of perdition,” refers to the unbelievers’ reaction to the 
unanimity of believers in Christ. Invariably unbe- 
lievers will say, “They are all hopeless!” But to the 
believers themselves unanimity is a sign “of salvation, 
and that of God.” 


The closing words of the chapter, “For unto you it 
is given in the behalf of Christ not only to believe 
on Him but also to suffer for His sake,” wrap up, so to 
speak the Apostle’s remarks to that point. The evi- 
dences of Christ in you (he is saying) are to you a sign 
that you are His. To your opponents these evidences 
are a sign that you are hopeless. And the effect will 
inevitably be that you will suffer. Thus believing, liv- 
ing and suffering in the behalf of Christ all go to- 
gether in the Gospel. Even in our so-called “Christian” 
land, the person who tries to walk in the ways of the 
Lord and do the things that the Lord wants him to 
do will experience opposition. 


YET IN CHRIST THERE IS JOY 


In Chapter 2, Paul tells the Philippians why they 
should stick together: “Jf there be therefore any conso- 
lation in Christ, if any comfort of love, if any fellowship 
of the Spirit . . . etc.” 


The “if” is not to say that there is any doubt about 
the spiritual blessings obtainable in Christ. The word 
“if” does not suggest “maybe.” It rather suggests the 
condition of blessing and we should translate the 
thought thus: “Inasmuch as there is consolation in 
Christ, inasmuch as there is comfort of love, inasmuch 
as there is fellowship of the spirit...” In other words, 
in view of the fact that there is real consolation in 
Christ, in view of the fact that there is real comfort 
in loving one another, in view of the fact that there is 
a strong fellowship between persons who are “of one 
Spirit,” make me to rejoice by letting this be character- 
istic of you! 


The next suggestion is how to guard the rep 
“Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory . . .” 
That is, do not make trouble for one another when you 
are together facing the need to confront the world 
and endure its persecution. So often sincere people 
hinder the work of God because they are constantly 
striving with one another. 


But how can people cease striving with other people? 
The only way is for “each, in lowliness of mind, to 
esteem other better than themselves.” And this atti- 
tude can only be attained in the strength that is Christ's. 
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At this point we should realize that “esteeming”’ 
another to be better than ourselves does not necessarily 
mean that the other person actually is better. It only 
means that you esteem him to be better, which is to 
say that you act towards him as if he were better. 


Here is a suggestion which may help in this most 
basic of Christian tasks, for it isn’t easy to esteem an- 
other better than yourself. But when you are having 
difficulty doing this, consider yourself standing in that 
other person’s shoes and ask yourself these questions: 
1) Suppose I had been born where that person was 
born and had had the family that person had and had 
grown up in the environment that person grew up in 
.. + Where would I be today? And 2) Suppose that 
person had been born where I was born and had had 
the family that I had and had grown up in the environ- 
ment I grew up in... Where would he be today? You 
think about that and see if it doesn’t help you “in 
lowliness of mind” to “esteem other better” than your- 
self. 


Another way of cultivating this spirit is suggested by 
the closing verse (v. 4) in our study: “Look not every 
man on his own things, but every man also on the 
things of others.” That is, not only pay attention to 
your own needs and circumstances, but also see what 
you can do for other believers. Take an interest in 
their needs and pray with and for them. This attitude 
will help you to have that frame of mind in which you 
can avoid conflicts and meet life constructively . . . in 
Christ Jesus. 


Dr. Gutzke is Professor of English Bible at Columbia 
Seminary, Decatur, Ga. This study is also available 


on tape. Write: The Bible For You, Inc., Box 7512, 
Station C, Atlanta 9, Ga. Ask for No. 60-9. (4 lessons 
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YOUTH PROGRAM—from p. 15 


the Father: “In this was manifested the love of God 
toward us, because that God sent His only begotten 
Son into the world, that we might live through Him. 
Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that He 
loved us, and sent His Son to be the propitiation for 
our sins” (I Jn. 4:9,10). “But God commendeth His 
love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, 
Christ died for us” (Rom. 5:8). Our salvation was 
purchased when the innocent Son of God died in the 
place of guilty men. This was God’s way of salvation: 
“For He hath made Him to be sin for us, who knew no 
sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God 
in Him” (II Cor. 5:21). 


The way to receive God’s life is the way of faith: 
“He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: 
and he that believeth not the Son shall not see life; 
but the wrath of God abideth on him” (Jn. 3:36). 
When we receive Christ by faith, we become God's 
children: “But as many as received Him, to them gave 
He power to become the sons of God, even to them that 
believe on His Name” (Jn. 1:12). If we have received 
Him, and if we love Him and obey Him, He lives in us. 
Jesus said, “If a man love Me, he will keep My words: 
and my Father will love Him, and We will come unto 
Him, and make Our abode with Him” (Jn. 14:23). 
God is truly with us: first, because He came to earth 
as a man, and now, because He lives in us. This is 
the real meaning of Christmas. 
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CONGO CRISIS DRAINS 
MISSIONS BOARD FUND 


NASHVILLE, Tenn. — Emergency 
measures taken during the recent Con- 
go crisis and still necessary to meet 
the unimproved Congo situation have 
added greatly to the financial drain 
upon World Missions resources, mem- 
bers of the Board learned during their 
November meeting here. Some 
$150,000 additional expenses have 
been incurred and all prospects are 
that expenses will far outstrip income 
for some time yet, Curry B. Hearn, 
treasurer, told members. 


Financial matters headed the list of 
items on the unusually heavy agenda 
which included the election of a new 
Executive Secretary to replace Dr. C. 
Darby Fulton, retiring (see story, p. 
5), and the appointment of 10 new 
missionaries. 


Receipts in 1960 are $2,855,000 
through October, slightly more than 
last year. Expenses through October, 
however, were $3,343,000. 


African mission work received ex- 
tended attention as the Board gave its 
backing to an appropriation of $13,680 
to assist theological education in Af- 
rica, took a number of important steps 
to bolster the Congo mission and gave 
its endorsement to Church World Serv- 
ice and Operation Doctor efforts to 
help the troubled country, especially 
with medical services and supplies. 


In other important actions, the 
Board: 
—Placed all its retired missionaries 


under the Group Major Medical 
Plan and increased its contributions 
towards the retirement program for 
its missionaries, upping the basis up- 
on which salary retirement benefits 
are paid. 


—Raised the age limit of new mission- 
ary appointees from 30 to 35. 


—Appropriated $4,000 for the Con- 
solidation Program of the Presby- 
terian Church in Brazil and $21,053 
for the JICU in Japan for 1961. 


—Approved initial steps toward mak- 
ing Shikoku Christian College a 4- 
year college. 


——-Endorsed an expanding program of 
missionary workshops and confer- 


JHE CHURCH AY HOME 


ences throughout the home Church. 
Sixty-nine workshops in 38 presby- 
teries have been held in 1960. Con- 
ferences in 34 cities, involving 175 
churches have been held in 1960 
or are already scheduled for 1961. 


—Approved merger of the Arabian 
Mission of the Reformed Church in 
Iraq with the work already being 
done there on a cooperative basis 
between the UPUSA and the U. S. 
Churches. 


—Appropriated $7,000 for various 
phases of the work of the Presby- 
terian Committee on Cooperation in 
Latin America, participated in by 
Presbyterian Churches of 11 North 
and South American countries. 





PASTOR SAYS ACQUISITION 
OF PROPERTY IS MIRACLE 


MIAMI, Fla. — (PN) — Key Bis- 
cayne Church near here has completed 
a deal to buy a five-acre church site 
for $50,000. The Rev. Lane Adams, 
pastor, labeled the transaction a mir- 
acle. 


Acquisition of property for the Key 
Biscayne congregation has long been 
a prime concern of Everglades Presby- 
tery. The chief problem has been the 
high price of land. Mr. Adams said 
that prior to this purchase the lowest 
price he had had quoted was $40,000 
an acre, four times as much as the pur- 
chase price. 


In explaining why we considered the 
event a miracle Mr. Adams said, “It 
was not until we recognized our world- 
wide obligation and designated that 30 
per cent or $9,000 of our current ex- 
pense funds go for benevolences that 
the Lord opened up this way.” He 
added that, with special offerings, the 
church would actually give 35 per cent 
during 1960. 


Cash was paid for the site with 
help from Presbytery and a grant from 
the Board of Church Extension at the 
request of Presbytery’s committee. An 
architect is designing the first build- 
ing for the tract. 


Since there is no junior high school 
on the Key, the 180-member congrega- 
tion dreams of eventually building a 
Christian junior high to serve the is- 
land. 


REV. CAUDILL HONORED 
BY BOARD OF EXTENSION 


ATLANTA, Ga. — The Board of 
Church Extension honored the Rev. 0. 
V. Caudill, its retiring secretary of 
church architecture, at a banquet held 
in connection with its two-day fall 
meeting here. Named to take over the 
department upon Mr. Caudill’s Jan. 1 
retirement was the Rev. James L. 
Doom, who has been associate secre- 
tary. 


In another personnel matter, the 
Board accepted the resignation of the 
Rev. George Chauncey as associate sec- 
retary of the Division of Evangelism. 
He has accepted a pastorate. 


Principal speakers for the 1961 
Church Extension conference at Mon- 
treat were announced. They are: Dr. 
Albert C. Winn, professor of theology 
at Louisville Seminary, who will lead 
the Bible Hour; Dr. George H. 
Vick, pastor of the Charleston, W. Va., 
First Church, who will speak Sunday 
morning and on the first three nights; 
and Dr. J. Sherrard Rice, pastor of 
the Columbia, S. C., First Church, 
who will speak the last four evenings. 


In consideration of the now-closed 
Stuart Robinson Highlands School at 
Blackey, Ky., the board passed a reso- 
lution providing for negotiations with 
state and county govermental agencies 
to make the best educational or recrea- 
tional use of the property. 





APPOINTEES LISTED 
BY BOARD OF MISSIONS 


NASHVILLE, Tenn. — Ten new 
missionaries were appointed by the 
Board of World Missions at its No- 
vember meeting here. As a result of 
retirements and resignations, however, 
the total missionary force of the Pres- 
byterian Church, U. S., suffered a net 
loss of three. 


Appointed to the Congo were Dr. 
and Mrs. William Grant McIntosh of 
Edinburgh, Scotland. Missionaries with 
six years service in the North Sankuru 
Mission of the Church of the Brethren, 
Dr. and Mrs. McIntosh were appointed 
for a three-year term in order to 
strengthen the medical work in the 
Congo as soon as possible. 


Going to the West Brazil Mission 
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is Miss Joan Emily Schrenk of Aiken, 
§. C., now attending PSCE in Rich- 
mond, Va. 


Miss Mary Frances Rice of Ports- 
mouth, Va., will go to the East Brazil 
Mission as an educational missionary. 


Mr. and Mrs. Walter Winton Enloe, 
Jr., of Alexandria, La., will go to 
Japan as evangelistic missionaries. A 
senior at Columbia Seminary, Mr. En- 
loe was in professional work a num- 
ber of years before being called to the 
ministry. 


Rev. and Mrs. Bertis Edwin Downs, 
III, of Smithers, W. Va., will go to 
Taiwan as evangelistic missionaries. 


Rev. and Mrs. John Richard Bass, 
of St. Marys, Ga., will serve in Mexico. 
Mr. Bass will soon complete his doc- 
toral studies at Edinburgh. 


Retirements included Dr. and Mrs. 
W. C. McLauchlin of Japan (48 years 
service), Miss Willie Burnice Greene 
of Korea (41 years service), Dr. and 
Mrs. Hoyt Miller of the Congo (41 
years service), Mr. and Mrs. A. M. 
Shrive of the Congo (40 years service), 
Dr. and Mrs. George R. Cousar of the 
Congo (32 years service). The Rev. 
and Mrs. W. F. McElroy, Jr., have 
been forced to return to this country 
from the Congo on account of a heart 
condition suffered by Mr. McElroy. 
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Vandegrift have 
resigned from the Congo Mission. 





EASTMINSTER BUILDS 


NEW ORLEANS, La. — (PN) — 
Expenditure of $65,000 for construc- 
tion of the first unit of the Eastmin- 
ster church on the outskirts of New 
Orleans has been approved by New 
Orleans Presbytery, and construction 
on the project has begun. The con- 
gregation is meeting in a residence at 
present. 





DEFEATED—from p. 8 


State. Seward said, “I will serve with 
gladness.” 


So through the terrible days of the 
Civil War this defeated man stood by 
the side of his victor, his conqueror, 
and labored through to victory. When 
at the close of that great conflict the 
poor losers, the fanatics, chose the way 
of the assassin, they sought not only 
Abraham Lincoln but they sought also 
Seward. The night that Lincoln was 
slain Seward was stabbed five times. 





“T Built 
My Business 
on Good Men” 
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MAN TO [ built my business on good men. Nothing is more 
MINISTER: important for success than having the right man in 
the right place. As a Presbyterian, I want our Presby- 
terian institutions to have good teachers. If I make 

a bequest, will it help? 


MINISTER Yes, indeed it will. Nothing helps strengthen the 
TO MAN: faculties of our colleges and seminaries more that 
undesignated bequests to their endowments. A bequest 
to the permanent endowment of a school enables the 
trustees to use the income to build strong faculties. 
You are wise to think of investing your money in this 

way. 





COMMITTEE ON BEQUESTS AND DEFERRED GIFTS 


Leroy B. Allen Robert F. Kennon D. W. Robinson 

J. McFerran Barr Edward LeMaster Charles G. Rose, Jr. 
Rex I. Brown Robert L. Maclellan Tom Sealy 

Royall R. Brown Robert R. MacMillan Gordon Simpson 
Royal E. Cabell, Jr. Samuel H. Mann Paul Strong 


Howard Tumilty 


Don A. Campbell Herbert H. McCampbell : , 
. George Ward 
W. W. Campbell Paul K. McKenney, Jr. J. O. Watts, Jr. 
George S. Crouch T. H. Mitchell J. Gaston Williamson 
R. L. Douglas Allen Morris C. W. Wilmore 
Bert H. Early Ashton Phelps William S. Woods 
John Raeburn Green T. M. Reinhart Jas. H. Woodside 
HIGHER EDUCATION 
DIVISION OF HIGHER EDUCATION 
Y BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
bn a PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, U. S. 
— BOX 1176, RICHMOND 9, VIRGINIA 
KEEP IT BRIGHT 
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When the body of Lincoln was borne 
down the avenues of Washington, Se- 
ward propped up in his bed, swathed 
with bandages, looked upon that bier 
as it passed and said in simplicity, 
“There goes the body of a man great- 
er than I.” Understandingly it was said 
of Seward that never in the history of 
America, has there been a man of 
such qualified merit passed over for 
the highest honor. He lost himself in 
a cause greater than himself. 


LOOK TO THE LORD 


However, you do not have to look 
as a child of God to another man. 
Look to our Lord. He was up for 
choice a number of times. Once He 
stood in Pilate’s praetorium and that 
representative of Caesar said, “This 
is my right to release unto you at this 
time a prisoner. Whom will you 
choose? Will you choose to honor 
Christ? And they said, “Not Christ. 
Give us Barabbas.” So Christ turned 
aside in defeat and went on to Calvary. 


He hung there and one chose there 
to reject Him and one chose there to 
elect Him. A few days later, on the 
dusty road where disappointed dis- 
ciples were going home, they cried out 
in their dismay, “We had hoped that 
it should have been He who should 
have delivered Israel!”” They looked up- 
om him as defeated. But what is the 
truth? Christ had taken the defeat 
and transformed it into victory and 
neither soldier nor seal nor stone could 
keep Him captive in the tomb. He 
came out leading captivity captive. 


Ah, yes. Like Christ, there are 
many who have taken apparent defeat 
and used the very clay of that defeat 
‘to mold bricks out of which to build 
a building of victory. They have taken 
the very wounds of the spirit and have 
nurtured them and healed them and 
made them the stronger part of the 
Valiant Soldier of the Cross. What 
do you do when you lose? Do you go 
off somewhere and lick your wounds? 
Do you gather around you some friends 
who delight in denouncing your con- 
queror? Do you husband to yourself 
the gifts that God has given you to 
use and never use them? Or do you 
take the very grains of sand that life 
thrusts into your nearly closed shell 
and cover them over until they be- 
come pearls? What do you do when 
you lose? 


* * + * 


Dr. Smith is Pastor of the First 


Church, Oklahoma City, Okla. 


Children’s Bible Studies 


Rev. and Mrs. Paul G. Settle 


ABRAHAM, ISAAC AND JACOB 
1. Abram, the Friend of God 
DO YOU KNOW—How we can be friends of God? 
LOOK UP in the Bible: John 15:14; James 2:23. 


WHAT DOES EACH VERSE SAY about friends of God? 


THINGS TO REMEMBER: Jesus died for His friends. John 
3:16; John 15:13-14. 





GOD CALLS ABRAM 


Genesis |1:31,32; 12:1. God said to Abram, “Get thee out of 
thy country, and from thy kindred (relatives), and from thy 
father’s house, unto a __ __ __ __ that I will show thee.” 
Genesis 12:2,3. God gave Abram these promises: (1) Make 
fainaeawte — . .. ... — 4B thee; (3) 
Make thy name (4) Thou shalt be a 
' them that bless thee; 
(6) . Ce — that curseth thee; (7) In thee shall _. __ __ 
families of the earth be blessed. The Lord always keeps His 


promises! 





ABRAM OBEYS GOD’S CALL 


Genesis 12:4,5; Hebrews 11:8. departed, 
as the Lord had spoken unto him.” He obeyed at once. “By 
_.___ _. __ __ Abraham, when he was called . . . , obeyed; and 
he went out, __ __ __ knowing whither he went.” 

Genesis | 2:6-8 came to Sichem, God promised 
to give this _____ __ __ to Abram’s seed. Seed means his chil- 
dren and their children. In order to worship God, 

built an 

Read James 1:22; 2:23. Abram heard and did what God wanted 
him to do. He was a doer of the ____ __ _.. He obeyed God 


and so “he was called the 
% % 
DO YOU KNOW YOUR BIBLE? 
How many churches received letters from Paul? 


(Adapted from “Abraham, Isaac and Jacob,” Copyright 
1958 by the Sunday School House, Glendale, Calif.) 
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